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The Belt and Road Initiative and its

Impact on Arab-Chinese Relations
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! Faculty Member, Faculty of Economics and
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2025

Abstract:

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched by China
in 2013, is considered one of the most influential initiatives
in international relations. It connects China with countries
across the globe through trade routes and pathways aimed
at enhancing commercial exchange and political relations.
Consequently, the initiative seeks to forge new alliances and
establish a novel pattern in international relations,
particularly among major global powers. The Arab region
holds strategic importance for China due to its vast oil
reserves essential for China's industrial sector, in addition to
the extensive opportunities the initiative provides for
Chinese investment in infrastructure—especially in ports,
railways, and highways.

This study aims to examine the impact of the BRI on the
nature of Arab—Chinese relations by analyzing its political,
economic, and cultural effects on bilateral cooperation. The
study concludes that the Belt and Road Initiative has
positively influenced Arab—Chinese relations economically,
particularly by increasing trade volume and boosting
Chinese investments. However, its political, cultural, and
technological impact has remained limited. The initiative
has not been accompanied by significant shifts in China's
positions on core Arab issues, nor have the relations evolved
to a level of parity or desired integration.

Moreover, the study highlights a set of political,
economic, cultural, and technological challenges facing
Arab—Chinese cooperation within the framework of the
initiative.

Belt and Road Initiative, Arab-Chinese Relations,
Strategic Partnership, Geopolitics.
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